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Page Sixteen THE CLASSMATE DECEMBER, 1969 - JANUARY, 1970 
U.S.S. Del Monte ommended the Del Monte location but the question had first to be studied by a Sen-
ate committee which gave it a "very 
thorough looking over" (Herald, Aug. 5, 
1946.) So thorough in fact that it was not 
until July 31, 1947 that President Harry 
Truman signed legislation authorizing a 
$2,500,000 expenditure. 
When the first students arrived for the 
General Line School, a one year postgrad-
uate refresher course since discontinued, 
there was an immediate housing problem. 
The men were urged to not bring their 
families but, since for most it was their first 
shore duty since the war, they did anyway. 
Some SO students and their families were 
quartered in two-room apartments on the 
upper floors of the old hotel, taking their 
meals in the general mess. Not until Aug. 
10, 1950 was a contract let for the first 135 
units of Navy housing. 
Quarters A- the residence of RADM and Mrs. McNitt- once housed the manager of the luxurious 
Hotel Del Monte. (Navy photo) 
The first postgraduate unit to arrive was 
the department of Aeronautical Engineer-
ing in July of 1948 and the rest moved be-
tween November, 1951 and February, 1952. 
With them came the first superintendent 
to fly his flag over the old hotel, ADM 
Herrmann who killed himself in Novem-
ber, 1952. 
"A famous hotel became a Navy pre-
flight training school on Saturday, Feb. 13 
(1943) when U.S.S. Del Monte was com-
missioned in sun-splashed ceremonies con-
ducted at the widely known Monterey Pen-
insula resort." Thus did the Monterey 
Peninsula Herald describe the first step in 
the process which converted the world-
renown Hotel Del Monte into today's 
Naval Postgraduate School. 
"So great was the demand for invita-
tions to the commissioning ceremonies that 
a throng of local residents assembled on 
the lawn in front of the west wing, the 
ship's 'bridge' to witness the event as 
though the people of the Monterey Pen-
insula were there to make a gift of the 
Del Monte to the Navy," the Herald con-
tinued. Actually the building and grounds 
were leased to the Navy by Del Monte 
Properties at a time when the resort busi-
ness had ground to a near standstill. 
Out came the luxury furnishings and in 
came equipment more suitable to the dis-
cipline of life on a "ship." Beds and mat-
tresses were replaced by double-decker 
bunks with four to eight men to a room. 
The soft carpets disappeared, very little of 
the comfortably upholstered lobby furni-
ture remained and "showers are to be in-
stalled in all bathrooms where they do not 
already exist as a bath in a tub is no part 
of a Naval man's training," the Herald 
dutifully reported. 
Seats were removed from the theater 
building near the polo grounds to convert 
it into a gym and the gun club was turned 
into an equipment room. The arcade of 
shops in the basement of the hotel proper 
were converted into offices and the garden 
room into the disbursing office. The ball-
room and its kitchen became a wrestling 
and boxing pavilion! The tap room was re-
born as a canteen but the colorful wall 
decorations in it and the Bali Room were 
covered by canvas coverings. 
Immediately after the war, in November 
of 1945, the Veterans Administration 
sought the old hotel for a veterans hospi-
tal while an alternate proposal that the 
Navy General Line School be established 
here instead started rumors that a West 
Coast Annapolis was in the works. The 
Naval Academy was in fact having grow-
ing pains in Annapolis where the only 
growing room appeared to be nearby St. 
John's College. 
\.Vhen the Navy finally "lost its grim-
mest battle against the militant faculty 
and alumni" of St. John's, to again quote 
the Herald (May 22, 1946), it became nec-
essary to relocate both the general line and 
postgraduate schools which were then lo-
cated in Annapolis. CAPT H. A. Spanagel 
was in charge of a Navy board which rec-
With the advent of peacetime, the can-
vas wall coverings came down in the Bali 
Room, now the Officers' Club, and it re-
turned somewhat to its old reputation 
"for lush atmosphere of tropical islands, 
complete with palms, and muted lights, 
paneled walls depicting native figures in 
light hearted revelry." (Herald, Feb 22, 
1951). 
A redecoration of the Club in May of 
1966 returned this semi-Oriental Bali 
Room to an early California decor, divid-
ing it and renaming the divisions the El 
Rancho and El Prado rooms. This return 
to an early California motif which had 
characterized the hostelry in its heyday 
fit much better into the original archi-
tectural intent. The fountain became a 
bandstand, the Silk Horse Lounge was re-
named the Galleon Room and done in 
French decor to contrast with the Spanish 
and the Copper Cup Room was rechris-
tened the La Navia in honor of the eques-
trian group sculpture which graces it. 
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